e Co-Creating Europe’s National

Over the past year, the BUILD
UPON project has brought together
a uniquely diverse community

of nearly 2,000 organisations at
over 100 events across Europe,

to co-create the national building
renovation strategies that are

due by the 30 April 2017 EU
deadline. These strategies are
critical to reducing the impacts of
climate change from energy use in
buildings, and creating buildings
that deliver a high quality of life for
everyone.

As part of this, the Slovak

Green Building Council and its
partners have brought together a
community of 137 organisations

at 6 events across Slovakia, and
created cross-sector consensus
over the following set of key
recommendations for Slovakia’s
renovation strategy.
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Breakdown of organisations participating in BUILD UPON in Slovakia

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SLOVAKIA'S NATIONAL RENOVATION STRATEGY

1. Increasing Awareness of Deep
Renovation Benefits

There needs to be increased awareness
of the benefits of deep renovation, which
will in turn increase the motivation

of building owners to renovate their
buildings. Building users and owners

of all building typologies should be
supported in renovating their buildings
and there needs to be provision of
information on the positive results of
renovations.

2. Removing Demotivating Factors
that Hinder Renovation

There are number of factors that can
discourage the willingness of building
owners to renovate their buildings and
common myths surrounding the costs

and benefits of renovation must be
dispelled. In particular, false information
on the impact of renovation activities on
residential buildings must be corrected.
Further, many people believe that the
ability to reduce the cost of heating is
limited because of the method for setting
the price of heat from district heating -
this myth must also be dispelled.

3. Securing Quality Project Energy
Assessment (PEA) and Energy
Certificates (EPCs)

Project energy assessments should

be used as a decision-making tool

for the investor regarding the target
level of the energy performance of
buildings. In order to increase the
quality of processing the PEA and EPCs,

a regulation defining how to set input
values in a precise manner should be
developed, enabling the regulation to
serve as a quality standard in processing
of PEA and EPCs. At the same time, it
could unify and simplify methods (and
structures) of PEA and EPCs.

4. Communicating the Benefits of
Renovation

The benefits of renovation and

reduced energy intensity should be
communicated using all available
communication channels. This
communication activity should be
supported by a central national website
that would centralize all kind of supports
and funding schemes.
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5. Suitable Regulation

There needs to be suitable legislation
and regulation of the budgetary and
public accounting rules governing
renovation. Such provisions, and the
establishment of a guarantee system
could facilitate the entry of private
capital and finance into the public sector
which could help accelerate renovation.

6. Adjusting Building Renovation
Support Programs to Combat
Climate Change

Building renovation support programmes
must focus on all the elements of a
building that can mitigate against
climate change. Support programs for
building renovation programs should
therefore focus on measures within the
building envelope that can help mitigate
against climate change such as: quality
installation of forced ventilation with
heat recovery; suitable colour scheme
of facades and roofs, parallel water
pipes installation and reservoirs of
rainwater/grey water with the necessary
infrastructure.

7. Public Procurement of Renovation
of Public Buildings

Public procurement criteria must be
designed to support renovation of public
buildings. This criteria should facilitate
clearly defined minimum requirements
for public procurement of buildings,

e.g. quality technical specification with
the option of the use of environmental
specification. This criteria should also
consider the “lifecycle of a structure,
building, good and service” in public
procurement.

8. Innovative Financing

Renovating buildings requires large
amounts of money. Therefore, developing
the appropriate financing solutions must
become a strategic priority and there
must be support for developing financial
instruments for financing of deep
renovation such as green mortgages,
green bonds and loans.
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9. Increasing the Efficiency of Heat
Supply

The decrease in energy consumption for
heating reduces the efficiency of heat
supply of district heating systems. Under
the current method of calculating the
regulated price of heat, this means the
share of fixed costs of district heating will
increase the cost on end-users. This will
mean an even smaller drop in heating
costs after the building renovation, thus
decreasing the motivation to renovate.

It is therefore necessary to consider the
possibility of increasing the efficiency of
heat supply and changing the approach
of controllers towards the price
calculation.

10. Creating Platform for Collection
of Renovation Data

A dedicated platform with open

access to best renovation practices

and outcomes should be developed to
encourage renovation activities amongst
stakeholders.
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